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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  UCKFIELD 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1945. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  14.44  compared  with  14. ii  for  the  previous 
year  and  with  11.4  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  33.20  which  compares  with  46.0  for  the 
country  as  a  whole. 

No  deaths  occurred  from  Typhoid  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Every  parent,  on  the  child's  hrst  birthday,  receives  a  birthday  card  and 
an  explanatory  leaflet  with  a  stamped  acceptance  card  enclosed  for  return. 
One  month  after  the  child's  birthday,  a  personal  letter  is  sent  to  parents  who 
do  not  reply.  Lists  of  those  who  do  not  reply  or  who  refuse  treatment  are 
sent  to  the  district  nurses,  who  then  visit  and  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
necessary  acceptance.  In  cases  where  the  district  nurses  have  been  unable 
to  call,  and  where  the  parents  have  refused  treatment,  the  immunisation  clerk 
visits  with  a  view  to  obtaining  the  necessary  acceptance. 

The  same  procedure  is  adopted  for  new  entrants  into  the  district. 

An  endeavour  is  made  to  hold  clinics  at  least  every  term  in  each  village, 
and  in  the  case  of  the  larger  villages  every  month,  parents  being  notified 
accordingly.  Clinics  are  held  at  the  elementary  schools  or  at  convenient  halls. 
The  local  general  practitioner  attends  and  is  paid  by  the  Council  at  the  rate  of 
3/-  per  injection.  The  immunisation  clerk  attends  clinics  and  makes  the 
relevant  entries  on  the  record  card  as  each  child  is  treated. 

With  regard  to  the  school  children,  a  complete  list  is  obtained  from  the 
head  teacher,  and  every  term  the  list  is  revised  by  obtaining  particulars  of 
entrants  and  leavers.  Parents  whose  children  have  not  been  immunised 
receive  the  explanatory  leaflet  and  are  visited  if  they  do  not  accept. 

The  prophylactic  used  is  A.P.T.,  the  dosage  being  .3  ccm,  followed  by 
the  same  amount  four  weeks  later. 

Every  parent  is  given  the  opportunity  of  having  her  child  Schick  tested 
three  to  six  months  after  the  second  injection,  and,  in  addition,  every 
inoculated  child  is  re-tested  on  entering  school,  unless  the  inoculation  and 
test  have  been  carried  out  during  the  previous  twelve  months. 

In  order  to  ensure  uniformit}/,  all  testing  is  carried  out  by  one  general 
practitioner.  Dr.  W.  B.  Adam,  who  attends  all  clinics  arranged  by  this  office. 

During  the  year  870  children  were  immunised  and  881  were  Schick  tested. 
At  the  31st  December,  1945,  there  were  2,392  children  in  the  one  to  five  years 
group,  and  84  per  cent,  had  been  immunised.  In  the  five  to  fifteen  years 
group  there  were  5,352  children  and  92  per  cent,  had  been  immunised.  Details 
relating  to  individual  parishes  and  schools  are  given  on  pp.  19  20  of  this  report. 
The  results  are  excellent,  considerably  higher  than  the  average  for  the  country 
as  a  whole.  During  the  coming  year,  however,  every  parent  who  has  refused 
treatrnent  for  her  child  will  be  contacted,  so  that  at  the  end  of  1946  the 
figures  should  show  a  further  improvement.  Only  one  case  of  diphtheria 
occurred  during  the  year,  a  child  who  had  not  been  immunised. 

My  best  thanks  are  due  to  the  general  practitioners  and  to  Dr.  Adam 
for  their  helpful  co-operation  in  this  work  and  for  their  unfailing  attendance 
at  the  clinics,  and  also  to  the  district  nurses  for  visiting  and  persuading  parents 
to  have  their  children  immunised. 
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SCABIES. 

The  cases  treated  were  as  follows: — 


East  Grinstead  Cleansing  Station 
District  Nurses  . 


As  was  to  be  expected,  the  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  area  during 
the  year  shows  a  fall,  and  when  it  is  considered  that  the  total  cases  treated 
include  contacts  in  families,  the  actual  households  affected  are  relatively  few. 

Many  of  these  contacts  were  only  potential  cases  and  showed  no  outward 
evidence  of  the  disease.  The  cases  treated  by  this  Authority  were  taken  to  the 
East  Grinstead  Cleansing  Station  and  treated  there. 

Most  teachers  are  now  familiar  with  the  early  signs  of  the  disease  and 
thus  can  bring  suspected  cases  to  the  attention  of  the  school  nurses.  As  a 
lesult,  treatment  is  usually  undertaken  m  the  early  stages  of  the  disease  and 
now  we  rarely  see  the  advanced  condition  of  the  disease  so  prevalent  during 
the  war  years. 

During  September  an  outbreak  occurred  in  a  camp  for  French  labourers 
situated  at  Framfield.  These  men  were  dismantling  Nissen  huts  for  transport  to 
France.  The  washing  facilities  at  the  Camp  were  somewhad  primitive,  but 
after  representations  to  the  Camp  Authorities,  these  were  promptly  improved 
and  eight  men  only  contracted  the  disease  and  were  soon  cured. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that,  with  the  restoration  of  normal  living 
conditions,  the  incidence  of  the  disease  will  continue  to  fall  in  a  rural  district 
such  as  our  own. 

WREN’S  WARREN  CAMP. 

During  the  year  we  had  two  large  contingents  of  Dutch  children  in  the 
holiday  camp  at  Wren’s  Warren,  Hartfield.  The  first  batch  of  two  hundred 
arrived  in  the  Autumn  and  were  very  unfortunate  with  the  weather  conditions. 
Most  of  them  were  in  a  very  debilitated  state  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
minor  illness  among  them.  Many  had  come  from  areas  in  Holland  in  which 
diphtheria  had  been  very  prevalent  and  it  was  thought  advisable  to  immunise 
them,  all  while  in  residence  at  the  camp.  No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred 
among  them. 

The  children  were  supplied  with  extra  clothing  through  the  W.V.S., 
and  they  left  the  camp  after  three  months  residence  looking  immeasureably 


better. 


A  second  batch  arrived  in  December  when  weather  conditions  were  at 
their  worst.  They  were  only  a  short  time  in  camp  during  the  year  under  report. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

In  September,  1945,  a  letter  was  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Ilford,  stating  that  a  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  had  been  admitted 
to  the  Ilford  Isolation  Hospital  and  that  this  boy  had  returned  from  a  camp 
at  Forest  Row,  which  he  had  been  attending  from  the  3rd  to  the  loth  August. 
The  camp  was  situated  at  Broadstone  Warren,  Forest  Row,  and  was  used  by 
the  Boy  Scouts  Organisation. 

It  was  stated  in  the  letter  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Ilford,  that 
four  other  boys  from  the  same  camp  were  under  observation  in  hospital  as 
suspected  cases. 
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I  visited  the  camp  and  inspected  the  living  conditions.  At  the  time  there 
were  approximately  1,500  boys  in  camp,  150  of  them  being  from  Ilford.  Ihe 
camp  conditions  were  found  to  be  good,  and  as  the  camp  was  in  sections,  the 
water  supply,  feeding  arrangements  and  sanitary  accommodation  of  the  Ilford 
detachment  were  entirely  separate,  and  the  infection  remained  limited  to  the 
Ilford  Patrol  detachment. 

The  epidemiological  features  of  this  outbreak  are  interesting,  however, 
and  though  actual  cases  occurred  after  the  boys  had  left  Forest  Row,  it  may 
prove  of  interest  if  I  outline  the  events  as  they  occurred. 

In  all,  there  were  nine  cases  in  the  Ilford  Patrol  at  varying  intervals  after 
their  return  home,  while  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  of  them  having  been  in 
contact  with  an  actual  case  of  poliomyelitis  while  in  the  camp  or  elsewhere.  A 
further  case  connected  with  this  outbreak  was  the  sister  of  one  of  the  boys  in 
this  Patrol.  She  developed  it  thirteen  days  after  her  brother  returned  from 
camp,  though  he  appeared  to  be  perfectly  well.  The  sister  had  not  been  in 
contact  with  any  members  of  the  camp  except  her  brother,  nor  had  she  visited 
the  camp. 

It  is  also  of  interest  to  note  that  at  least  eight  of  the  boys  who  subsequently 
became  affected  with  poliomyelitis  had  shown  a  minor  illness  of  a  transient 
nature  while  in  camp.  This  took  the  form  of  slight  fever,  with  headache  and 
naso-pharygeal  discharge,  and  in  two  cases  mumps  was  suspected  and  the  boys 
sent  home. 

The  significance  and  interpretation  of  these  events  appear  to  be  that  a 
transient  illness  affecting  a  person  who  subsequently  develops  poliomyelitis 
appears  to  denote  an  initial  reaction  to  the  virus  and  that  such  illness  may 
mark  the  beginning  of  a  virus  carrier  state  in  which  the  cases  may  become 
potential  spreaders  of  the  disease,  at  least  during  their  brief  illness,  and  possibly 
until  they  develop  the  actual  symptons  of  poliomyelitis. 

The  case  of  the  sister  who  was  affected  seems  to  be  in  a  different  category 
and  pre-supposes  the  possibility  of  her  brother  having  been  an  actual  carrier 
of  the  virus  without  showing  any  signs  of  the  primary  illness  or  the  fully 
developed  disease. 

Information  was  despatched  to  all  leaders  of  patrols  to  keep  their  boys 
under  strict  supervision  and  report  any  illness,  but  no  other  cases  occurred  in 
any  other  patrol  or  member  of  the  camp,  so  far  as  I  know. 


HOUSING. 


Excellent  progress  was  made  in  carrying  out  the  housing  survey  during 
the  year,  2,136  houses  being  recorded.  Every  recorded  house  was  thoroughly 
examined,  all  sanitary  defects  and  disrepair  being  entered  on  an  inspection 
sheet,  together  with  a  description  of  the  house  and  sketch  plan.  Each  house 
was  placed  in  a  category  according  to  its  state  of  unfitness  and  the  following 
table  shows  the  position  at  31st  December,  1945  : 


Category  i. 
Category  2. 
Category  3. 
*Category  4. 

Category  5. 


Fit  in  all  respects  .  10 

Minor  defects  .  290 

Major  defects,  but  repairable  at  reasonable  cost  1,515 

Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  the 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts  .  256 

Unfit,  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable  cost  ...  321 

*Number  included  in  other  categories. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  very  few  houses  were  placed  in  categories  i  and 
2,  the  reason  being  because  the  Ministry  requested  Rural  District  Councils  to 
leave  from  the  present  survey  houses  likely  to  be  fit  or  to  have  minor  defects 
only. 

The  most  common  sanitary  defect  found  was  penetrating  and  rising 
dampness  of  walls,  the  majority  of  the  houses  being  old  with  nine  inch  solid 
walls  and  lacking  in  a  damp-proof  course.  Damp  brick  floors  was  another 
common  defect,  and  one  can  say  that  dampness  was  complained  of  by  the 
housewives  more  than  anything  else.  Rheumatism,  and  respiratory  affections 
occur  much  more  frequently  in  people  who  live  in  damp  houses,  so  it  is  hoped 
the  time  is  not  too  far  distant  when  the  occupants  of  ''  category  5  ”  houses 
can  be  re-housed  in  new  houses,  and  “  category  3  ”  houses  rendered  fit.  The 
next  most  common  defect  was  inadequate  lighting  and  ventilation,  the  windows 
being  too  small  and  too  low  down  to  light  the  room  adequately.  This  defect 
is  not  only  prejudicial  to  health  but  is  a  source  of  irritation  to  the  housewife 
who  cannot  see  to  carry  out  her  housework  properly,  preparing  food,  washing 
up,  etc.  Another  unsatisfactory  feature  in  many  houses,  more  especially  in 
the  smaller  villages,  was  the  non-accessibility  of  the  sanitaiy/  convenience, 
situated  in  many  instances  at  the  bottom  of  the  garden  40  to  50  feet  from  the 
back  door  and  approached  by  a  non-paved  path. 

The  problem  of  water  supply  is  acute  in  several  parishes,  the  inhabitants 
having  to  depend  on  shallow  wells  and  springs  for  their  supply.  In  many 
instances  during  the  summer  months  wells  become  dry,  necessitating  the  cartage 
of  water  by  the  Council  to  selected  points. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Forty-four  dwelling  houses  were  connected  to  the  water  mains  during  the 
year,  and  particulars  relating  to  each  parish  are  given  on  p.  21.  With  the 
exception  of  thirty-two  properties,  situated  in  two  localities  which  are 
temporarily  supplied  by  standpipes,  the  water  services  are  laid  into  the  houses. 


Monthly  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examination  from  the  mains  supplies  of  all  Companies  which  operate  in  the 
area,  viz  : — 


Fhe  Crowborough  and  District  Water 
Company. 

The  East  Grinstead  Gas  &  Water  Company. 
The  East  Surrey  Water  Company. 

The  Borough  of  Royal  Tunbridge  Wells. 

The  Uckfield  Rural  District  Council. 

The  Uckfield  Water  Company  (Uckfield  and 
Maresfield  Supplies) . 


All  these 
supplies  are 
chlorinated. 


All  supplies  were  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality  with  the  exception 
of  the  Maresfield  Supply  of  the  Uckfield  Water  Company.  In  the  case  of  this 
supply,  periodic  samples  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  were  reported  as  containing 
excess  of  iron,  and  were  unsatisfactory  from  a  bacteriological  point  of  view. 
On  the  23rd  October  a  visit  was  paid  to  the  Maresfield  Pumping  Station  with 
the  object  of  investigating  the  source  of  pollution,  and  it  appeared  that  water 
from  an  adjacent  stream  was  getting  into  the  supply. 

The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Company  and  will  be  under 
consideration  during  the  coming  year. 
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During  the  year  water  surveys  were  made  in  the  Hartfield,  Mayheld, 
Rotherfield  and  Withyham  parishes,  and  a  ‘'public  health  need  for  piped 
water  supplies  was  established  in  the  following  localities  : — 

Marsh  Green  (Hartfield  parish). 

Meres  Lane,  Five  Ashes  (Mayfield  parish). 

Steephill,  Jarvis  Brook  (Rotherfield  parish). 

Cherry  Gardens  (Withyham  parish). 

Negotiations  are  in  progress  for  the  provision  of  water  mains  to  serve  these 
areas. 

Periodical  examinations  of  wells  and  springs  supplying  private  dwelling 
houses  are  made,  and  of  one  hundred  and  forty-two  samples  taken  for  analysis, 
the  Public  Analyst  reported  that  seventy-eight  were  unsatisfactory.  In  five 
cases  connections  were  made  to  the  water  mains  and  the  wells  concerned  are 
now  out  of  use.  Thirty  wells  have  been  repaired  or  the  supplies  otherwise 
improved.  The  remainder  of  the  samples  were  taken  during  enquiries  into  the 
“  public  health  need  for  piped  water  supplies  in  the  parishes  mentioned 
above,  and  the  question  of  structural  improvements  being  carried  out  to  the 
various  wells  has  been  deferred. 

There  is  a  need  for  the  provision  of  mains  water  in  the  parishes  of 
Framfield,  Danehill  and  Fletching,  and,  in  the  cases  of  Framfield  and 
Danehill,  the  Council  have  schemes  under  consideration. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

In  my  last  report  mention  was  made  of  nuisances  occurring  in  several 
parishes  owing  to  the  lack  of  proper  sewerage  systems.  So  far  it  has  not  been 
possible  for  much  progress  to  be  made  towards  sewering  these  parishes,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  an  extensive  sewerage  scheme,  affecting  Maresfield,  Buxted, 
Uckfield,  Fletching,  Isfield,  and  possibly  Framfield  and  Danehill,  will 
be  adopted  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 


My  thanks  are  due  to  Colonel  D.  L.  Graham,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Williams,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  their 
co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  department  and  for  their  assistance  in  compiling 
this  report  and  to  the  others  members  of  the  staff  for  their  loyal  service. 

I  also  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  consideration  and  support 
I  have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health. 
Committee. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  STOTT, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  . 

112,099  acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  ... 

36,830 

Density  of  population  per  acre . 

•32 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

11,871 

Rateable  Value  . 

£306,873 

Sum  represented  by  one  penny  rate . 

£1.219 

Birth  Rate  per  i,ooo  population  . 

15-53 

Death  Rate  per  i,ooo  population  . 

•  •  . 

14.44 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate . 

33-20 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate  . 

230 

216 

446 

Illegitimate  . . 

67 

59 

126 

Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

572 

Total. 

255 

277 

532 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  UCKFIELE 

RURAL  DISTRICT 

Cause  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

I 

I 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . 

7 

4 

II 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . 

2 

2 

4 

Influenza  . 

— 

3 

3 

Measles  ...  . 

— 

I 

I 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . . 

— 

I 

I 

Cancer  . 

42 

63 

105 

Diabetes  . . 

— 

I 

I 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

30 

39 

69 

Heart  disease . 

66 

88 

154 

Other  circulatory  diseases . 

6 

5 

II 

Bronchitis  . 

10 

8 

18 

Pneumonia  . 

12 

II 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

I 

3 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum . 

3 

— 

3 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years . 

— 

I 

I 

Appendicitis  . 

— 

I 

I 

Other  digestive  diseases  . 

4 

II 

15 

Nephritis  . 

15 

4 

19 

Premature  birth  . 

4 

— 

4 

Congenital  debility . 

5 

4 

9 

Suicide . 

3 

I 

4 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  . 

3 

— 

3 

Other  violent  causes  . 

8 

3 

II 

All  other  causes  . 

34 

22 

56 

255 

277 

532 
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BIRTH  RATE,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANNUAL  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1945. 
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Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  Uckfield  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00  0.00 


SANITARY  SUPERVISION. 


No.  of  inspecti'ons  made  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 
No.  of  premises  other  than  houses  visited  under  the  Public  Heath  Acts 
Inspections  made  to  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milk  shops  . 

Visits  to  bakehouses . 

,,  ,,  factories  . 

,,  ,,  butchers’  shops  and  slaughterhouses 

,,  slaughterhouses  under  the  bye-laws 

,,  knackers’  yards . 

,,  food  premises  . 

,,  ,,  shops  (under  the  Shops  Act) 

,,  hop-pickers’  lodgings . 

in  connection  with  tents,  vans  and  sheds  . 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  infectious  diseases 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  water  supplies 

,,  ,,  ,,  eradication  of  bed  bugs 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  eradication  of  other  vermin 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  sanitarv  accommodation  at  schools 


Miscellaneous  visits . 

Interviews  . 

No.  of  drain  tests  carried  out  . 

,,  water  samples  taken  . 

,,  milk  samples  . 

,,  ,,  rooms  disinfected  . 

,,  ,,  preliminary  notices  served  . 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  complied  with  . 

,,  ,,  Statutory  notices  served . 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  complied  with  . 

*  Includes  Notices  served  during  the  previous  year. 


3^334 

62 

564 

39 

31 

252 

4 

10 

158 

6 

23 

56 

107 

329 

21 

21 

11 

326 

168 

41 

142 

302 

20 

249 

203 

10 

10* 


BYE-LAWS  RELATING  TO  HOP-PICKERS. 

Twenty-three  visits  were  made  to  hop-pickers’  lodgings  during  the  season. 
Eighty-nine  huts  were  provided  on  seven  farms  where  imported  pickers  were 
employed,  and  the  occupants  comprised  thirteen  males,  eighty-six  females  and 
ninety-nine  children. 

The  following  improvements  were  made  to  the  lodgings  as  the  result  of 
earlier  representations  : — 


Huts  repaired  or  improved 

.  36 

New  huts  provided . 

.  13 

Huts  cleaned  or  limewashed 

.  89 

Paved  approaches  provided 

.  18 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  inspection  of  meat  at  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  centralised  slaughter¬ 
house  at  Uckheld  was  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  During  the 
year  6  tons  o  cwts.  3  qrs.  iij  lbs.  of  unsound  food  was  surrendered. 

Total  number  of  visits  to  butchers’  shops  and  slaughterhouses  252 

Number  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses  under  the  Bye-laws  ...  4 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 

Cattle 

excluding  Cows  Calves 

cows 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

500 

209 

1024 

1734 

189 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

500 

209 

1024 

1734 

189 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 

17 

I 

demned  . 

Tuberculosis  only. 

73 

39 

I 

53 

7 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 

2 

ib 

2 

I 

demned  . 

Of  the  1,024 

60 

calves  killed 

72 

,  200 

3  — 

were  heifer  calves. 

7 

FOODSTUFFS  VOLUNTARILY  SURRENDERED. 


511  Tins 

Meat . 

Blown  or  decomposed 

X  ^\J  y  y 

Fish . 

.  Blown,  damaged  or  rusty  tin 

^11 

Milk . .  . 

...  ...  y  y 

2 

Fruit  . 

•  .  •  ....  y  y 

39 

Soup  . 

...  ...  y  y 

31 

Meat  and  vegetables  ... 

...  ...  y  y 

53 

Beans  . 

...  ...  y  y 

6 

Peas . 

...  ...  y  y 

22 

Preserves 

...  ...  y  y 

3 

Golden  Syrup  . 

...  ...  y  y 

I 

Ox  tongue . 

...  ...  y  y 

3 

Hams  . 

.  Blown  or  decomposed 

72 

Fish  Cakes . 

...  ...  y  y 

66 J  lbs. 

Bacon  . 

...  ...  y  y 

6 

Spam  . 

...  ...  y  y 

6 

Chopped  ham  . 

...  ...  y  y 

147 

Meat  (imported) . 

...  ...  y  y 

140 

Herrings  . 

...  ...  ,  , 

32ii  ,, 

Butter  . 

.  Tainted,  rancid 

242 

Sugar  . 

.  Damp 

3 

4  '  > 

Black  pepper  . 

.  Stale  and  damp 

4 

Mustard  . 

...  ...  y  y 

14 

Ground  rice  . 

•  •  •  •  •  •  )  > 

24 

and  I  packet  rolled  oats 

...  ...  y  y 

10 

Biscuits  . 

...  ...  y  y 

6  Jars 

Meat  paste 

.  Decomposed 

14 

Pea-nut  butter  . 

.  Jars  broken  in  transit 

I 

Pickled  cabbage . 

.  Blown 

6  Pkts. 

Pudding  mixture 

.  Affected  by  mites 

II 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Twenty  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs. 
Four  houses  were  involved  and  disinfestation  was  carried  out.  No  further 
trouble  has  been  experienced. 

Di.sinfestation  was  carried  out  by  means  of  "  Thermatox  ”  Fumdgators. 
In  very  severe  cases  of  infestation  the  picture  rails  and  skirtings  are  removed 
and  a  blow-lamp  used. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  supervised  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Flealth 
Department. 

HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dw^elling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  2,565 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  3^327 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925  .  2,136 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  2,136 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  321 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation .  i>372 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers .  203 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(а)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  .  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice: — 

(а)  By  owners  .  ■ — 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  — 

(б)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notice  . 

(а)  By  owners  .  g 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  i 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dweliinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

orders  were  made  . 

(2)  Number  of  dweliinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  orders  . 

(3)  Number  of  houses  rendered  ht  following  undertakings 

given  after  service  of  a  Time  and  Place  Notice — 
Section  ii  . 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notihed  during  the  year: — 


Diseases. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Smallpox 

— 

- — 

Scarlet  Fever 

57 

44 

Erysipelas 

7 

1 

Pneumonia 

24 

— 

— ■  ■ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

-• — =  .  ■ 

Dysentery 

4 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

■ — 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

9 

w 

2 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

■ — 

Measles  ... 

474 

9 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

112 

3 

— • 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— • 

Malaria  ... 

— 

— - 

— • 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

685 

62 

1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

IN  THE  YEAR  1945. 


England 

and 

Wales. 

126C.B.’s 
and  great 
towns  in¬ 
cluding 
London. 

148  Smaller  towns 
Resident 
Population 
25,000—50,000 
at  1931  Census. 

London 

Adm. 

County. 

Uckfield 

Rural 

District. 

Rates 

per  1,000  ( 

mvilian  Population 

Notifications  : — 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

0.05 

0.05 

0.05 

0.06 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1.89 

2.02 

2.03 

1.57 

1.54 

Whooping  Cough 

1.64 

1.65 

1.47 

1.25 

3.04 

Diphtheria 

0.46 

0.52 

0.56 

0.31 

0.02 

Erysipelas 

0.25 

0.28 

0.24 

0.31 

0.19 

Smallpox  ...  ...  , 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

— 

Measles  ... 

11.67 

10.89 

11.19 

9.03 

12.86 

Pneumonia 

0.87 

1.03 

0.72 

0.78 

0.65 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


under  one  year. 

1  year. 

2  years. 

3  years. 

4  years. 

5 — 10  years. 

j  10 — 15  years. 

15 — 20  years. 

20 — 35  years. 

35 — 45  years. 

45 — 65  years. 

Over  65  years. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

1 

O 

w 

1 

1 

27 

15 

4 

4 

— 

2 

— 

57 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

7 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

1 

4 

6 

7 

24 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— ■ 

2 

Dysenter}^ 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

9 

Ophthalmia  N  eonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— ■ 

1 

Measles 

11 

34 

35 

35 

33 

215 

64 

19 

18 

4 

5 

1 

474 

Whooping  Cough 

11 

10 

9 

15 

13 

49 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

112 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  VARIOUS 

PARISFIES. 


!  Scarlet  Fever. 

1  Erysipelas. 

Pneumonia. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Dysentery. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

Poliomyelitis.  j 

Ophthalmia  iNeonatorum.j 

i 

Measles.  | 

Whooping  Cough.  j 

Typhus  Fever. 

Malaria.  i 

Diphtheria. 

Totals. 

1 

Buxted... 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

9 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

12 

Crowborough.  .. 

15 

1 

6 

2 

1 

— 

— 

121 

40 

— 

— 

— 

186 

Danehill 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Fletching 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

Forest  Row  ... 

5 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

61 

45 

— 

— 

— 

117 

Framfield 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

15 

Frant  ... 

2 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Hartfield 

9 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

86 

3 

— 

— 

— 

103 

ISFIELD 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Maresfield 

7 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

6 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Mayfield 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Rotherfield  . . . 

3 

1 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

40 

UCKEIELD 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— ^ 

— 

13 

10 

— 

— 

1 

29 

Wadhurst 

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

80 

WiTHYHAM 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

57 

7 

24  2 

;  1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

474 

112 

• — 

— 

1 

685 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1945. 


Age  Periods. 

New  C 

.ASES. 

Dea 

THS. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Resp. 

Respiratory. 

Non.Resp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  . 

1  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

5 

15  . 

6 

6 

1 

1 

3 

2 

- - - 

— 

25  . 

2 

8 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

35 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

45  . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

9 

2 

— 

— 

65  years  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— ■ 

— 

Totals 

14 

20 

1 

4 

12 

9 

— 

1 

i6 


HIGH  GROVE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Appended  below  are  details  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Hospital  during  the 
year; — 


Disease. 

E.  Grins. 
Urban. 

1 

Uckfield 

Rural. 

Other 

Districts. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

18 

45 

25 

88 

Contact  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

o 

1 

o 

5 

Diphtheria  Carrier 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

o 

— • 

— 

2 

Broncho  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

4 

1 

— 

5 

Erysipelas 

5 

1 

2 

8 

Measles 

6 

8 

14 

28 

Mumps  ... 

— 

— 

11 

11 

Tonsillitis 

2 

6 

6 

14 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

• — ■ 

— 

1 

Measles  &  Broncho  Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

1 

H.S.  Carrier 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Rubella 

— 

1 

6 

7 

Impetigo 

— 

o 

— 

2 

Impetigo  &  Broncho  Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Chickenpox 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Infective  Jaundice 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Scabies  ... 

— 

i 

1 

— 

1 

Vincents  Angina 

2 

— 

2 

4 

Totals  ... 

48 

69 

70 

187 

^7 


“  CUTTENS  ’’  AUXILIARY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


Appended  below  are  details  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Hospital  from  the 
1st  January,  1945,  to  the  31st  July,  1945,  when  the  Hospital  was  closed. 


Disease. 

E.  Grins. 
Urban. 

Uckfield 

Rural. 

Other 

Districts. 

! 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

6 

— 

— 

6 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

1 

1 

,,  Observation 

— 

1 

1 

Measles  ... 

10 

1 

17 

28 

,,  Broncho  Pneumonia 

1 

— 

3 

4 

,,  Broncho  Pneumonia  & 

Ulcerative  Stomatitis 

— 

1 

— 

1 

,,  &  Asthma 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

_ 

2 

2 

4 

,,  &  Pemphigus 

2 

— 

— 

2, 

,,  ,,  Observation 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Mumps  ... 

3 

3 

Chickenpox 

— 

2 

0 

Rubella 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Sonne  Dysentery 

2 

_ 

4 

6 

Dysentery  Observation 

2 

_ 

— 

2 

Dermatitis 

1 

_ 

1 

Totals  ... 

24 

6 

34 

64 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


The  following  tables  show  the  position  with  regard  to  Immunisation  at  31st 
December,  1945 :  — 


One  to  five  years  of  age  in  areas  : 
District. 

Hadlow  Down . 

Snape  Nursery,  Wadhurst  ... 

Hartfield  . . 

Fairwarp . 

Five  Ashes 

Forest  Row  . . . 

Frant  . 

Mark  Cross  . 

Danehill . 

Maresfield  . 

Wadhurst  . 

Groombridge  . . . 

Fletching . 

Withyham  . 

Mayfield . 

Buxted  . . . 

Little  Horsted  . . 

Piltdown . 

Uckfield  . . 

Crowborough  . 

Frarnfield 

Rotherfield  . 

Nutle}/  . . 

Blackham  . . . 

Cousley  Wood . 

Blackboys  . . 

Fridge  . . . 

Isfield  . 

High  Hurstwood  . 

Immunised  at  Doctor’s  Surgeries 


No.  of 
Children. 

Number 
Immunised . 

Percentage 

Immunised. 

32 

31 

97 

24 

23 

95 

82 

76 

92 

24 

22 

91 

33 

91 

.  197 

180 

91 

■  58 

53 

91 

24 

22 

91 

75 

68 

90 

.  56 

50 

90 

•  195 

175 

89 

46 

39 

84 

31 

26 

83 

42 

35 

83 

•  134 

109 

81 

60 

48 

80 

5 

4 

80 

20 

16 

80 

262 

212 

80 

■  510 

410 

79 

80 

60 

78 

100 

78 

78 

85 

65 

76 

28 

20 

71 

10 

7 

17 

43 

30 

69 

35 

24 

68 

26 

17 

65 

22 

14 

^>3 

2,342 

L947 

83 

50  ' 

50 

TOO 

2,392 

1,997 

83 
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Five  to  Fifteen  years — attending  Elementary  Schools. 


No.  on 

Number 

Percentage 

School. 

Roll. 

Immunised. 

Immunised . 

Five  Ashes  . 

;  .  • 

34 

34 

100 

Mayfield  R.C . 

21 

21 

100 

Forest  Row  . 

237 

236 

99 

Mayfield  . . . 

210 

208 

99 

Uckfield  R.C . 

152 

149 

98 

Jarvis  Brook  . 

33 

32 

97 

Danehill  . 

106 

103 

97 

Hartfield . 

83 

80 

96 

Mark  Cross  . 

29 

28 

96 

Sir  Henry  Fermor  . 

265 

252 

95 

Fairwarp  . 

11 

73 

95 

Buxted  . 

147 

139 

94 

Fletching . 

59 

55 

94 

Hadlow  Down . 

50 

47 

94 

Rotherfield  . 

148 

139 

94 

Blackboys  . 

100 

93 

93 

Maresfield  . 

83 

77 

92 

Uckfield  Parochial  . 

305 

283 

92 

Whitehill . 

303 

274 

91 

Cousley  Wood . 

48 

44 

91 

Fridge  . 

91 

81 

90 

Frant  . 

115 

104 

90 

Wadhurst  C.E . 

324 

291 

90 

F  ramfield  . 

99 

89 

89 

Nutley  . 

127 

114 

88 

Isfield  . 

41 

36 

87 

Withyham  . 

40 

35 

87 

Groombridge  . 

176 

157 

86 

St.John’s . 

50 

42 

84 

Little  Horsted  . 

27 

22 

81 

High  Hurstwood  . 

33 

25 

75 

Blackham  . 

33 

23 

69 

Hammerwood  . 

26 

17 

65 

Wadhurst  R.C . 

26 

17 

65 

Herons  Ghyll  . 

24 

14 

58 

3,722 

3434 

92 

Attending  Private  Schools,  5- 

-15 

457 

431 

94 

County  Schools  . 

.  •  . 

291 

286 

99 

Over  14  years — left  School  . . . 

.  .  . 

265 

256 

97 

At  School  outside  Uckfield  Rural 

District  . 

•  •  . 

64 

61 

95 

Over  5  not  attending  School 

553 

482 

83 

5^352 

4450 

92 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Position  with  regard  to  piped  water  supply. 


Parish. 

Total  No.  of  separate 
dwellings. 

No.  of  separate  dwellings 
having  main  water  supply. 

Buxted 

645 

458 

Crowborough 

2,043 

1,970 

Danehill  ... 

359 

— 

Fletching 

310 

20 

Forest  Row 

883 

707 

Framfield 

537 

20 

Frant 

426 

201 

Hadlow  Down  ... 

295 

166 

Hartfield 

602 

382 

ISFIELD 

157 

105 

Little  Horsted 

66 

12 

Maresfield 

788 

493 

Mayfield  ... 

925 

763 

Rotherfield 

844 

678 

UCKFIELD 

1,027 

1,010 

Wadhurst 

1,175 

991 

Withyham 

789 

661 

Totals 

1L871 

8,637 
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